
In this time of shrinking revenues, the 
City of Lancaster has evaluated ways to 
save money while maintaining services 
to the residents.  The annual leaf        
collection program is one area where we 
are making changes.  Change isn’t     
always bad.  In evaluating the program 
we were able to identify ways to “go 
green” that will save money and protect 
the   environment.  Instead of loose leaf     
collection we offer you the following    
options 

Option 1: MULCHING 
 

Leaves can provide nutrients for your 
lawn by being mulched into the soil.  A 
mulching lawn mower blade will shred 
the leaves allowing them to fall into the 
grass, decompose and be ready to feed 
your lawn next year.  Why bother to rake 
and bag when you can take care of your 
leaves when you do that final mowing of 
the season.  And you can skip the       
fertilizer in the spring too.  Flower beds 
like leaves too.  They provide winter 
mulch to protect the plants and richer soil 
in the spring. 

Option 2: Composting 
 

Too many leaves to mulch.  Then home 
composting may be the way to go.  In   
composting, microbes, fungus, and insects 
use the plant material as a food source 
breaking down the plant tissue and leaving 
a rich loam.  The ideal compost pile is 
somewhere between 3x3x3 and 5x5x5 to 
allow the pile to retain heat and air flow.  
Simple compost bins can be constructed of 
snow fence, chicken wire or concrete 
blocks.  Most home improvement stores 
carry plastic bins designed for home use.  
For more information on home composting, 
contact the Ohio State Cooperative         
Extension Service. 
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If you just have too many leaves 
or prefer to bag your leaves, then 
this option is for you.  Leaves 
may be bagged in brown paper 
bags and placed next to your 
trash on your regular trash       
collection day.  Bags will be 
picked up year around.  During  
peak leaf season, 
the City will pick up 
the leaves for    
disposal at the 
landfill or mulching 
at Ohio Mulch.  
Don’t worry if the 
sanitation truck passes by your 
bags, During peak bagging we 
are running a special truck to take 
the leaves directly to Ohio Mulch.   

 

 

It is illegal to 

burn leaves within 

city limits! 

From the gutter, leaves enter 

the storm sewers and then 

the streams reducing oxygen 

levels, causing sediment and 

excess nutrients that degrade 

water quality. 
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⇒ The City of Lancaster will no The City of Lancaster will no The City of Lancaster will no The City of Lancaster will no 
longer provide bulk loose longer provide bulk loose longer provide bulk loose longer provide bulk loose 
leaf  pickup.leaf  pickup.leaf  pickup.leaf  pickup. 

⇒ Instead place leaves in 
brown paper leaf bags and 
then set them next to your 
trash on your regular trash 
collection day. 

⇒ Only leaves, plants and 
small pieces of yard waste  
should be placed in leaf 
bags. No rocks, dirt, sod, 
concrete or anything else 
should be put into the leaf 
bags.  Branches should still 
be bundled as usual and 
stacked next to the trash.  If 
there is a risk of safety to our 
employees, those items will 
be left. 

⇒ Leaves picked up in these         
collection programs may be    
composted to provide a soil       

enhancement. 
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⇒ Bags should be lined up and 
stacked so that they are within 5 
feet of where the sanitation truck 
drives.  Do not line them back 
into the yard away from the truck. 
cannot be collected if they are 
not next to your trash or are oth-
erwise inaccessible from the 
street 

⇒ Looking for brown paper bags.  
Most grocery stores, home      
improvement stores and garden 
centers carry them.  Ohio Mulch 
also offers them for sale. 

⇒ If you can’t wait for trash day, 
you may take your leaves free of 
charge to Ohio Mulch at 840 S. 
Columbus Street Mon-Sat 
7:30am-6:00 pm and Sunday 10 
am-5 pm 

⇒ Of course you can continue to Of course you can continue to Of course you can continue to Of course you can continue to 
bag leaves in plastic bags for  bag leaves in plastic bags for  bag leaves in plastic bags for  bag leaves in plastic bags for  
collection with your normal trash collection with your normal trash collection with your normal trash collection with your normal trash 
all year round.all year round.all year round.all year round. 

Lancaster Code 561.04 prohibits 

depositing materials into the streets or 

sidewalks.  Raking leaves into the 

gutter blocks inlets and storm sewers 

causing flooding! 

Questions or Need Help         

Call the Sanitation Department  

at 740-687-6660 




